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ADDEESS TO THE NURSES OF THE TRAINING SCHOOL OF 

THE NEW YORK HOSPITAL 

By GEORGE L. PEABODY 

There is another view of your usefulness to which I have not seen 
allusion anywhere. I am thinking of the results of your help to the 
doctor in the study and solution of his problems. It seems to me that 
her share in the advancement of medical knowledge has never been fully 
accorded to the trained nurse. For all of our information as to the 
symptoms presented by the patient in the intervals of our visits we must 
rely upon your powers of observing and your skill in recording your 
observations. You must fill many a gap in our experience of the patient's 
condition ; much of our knowledge of daily, hourly changes in his disease 
could not be acquired without your assistance; our study of his malady 
would be but fragmentary and disconnected if you were not here to 
help us. 

When I look back upon the years of my medical life in which I 
worked without you, and the other years when you were present in very 
small numbers, I wonder how I got along at all in certain very serious 
situations. Conditions of those days rendered the doctor's duties much 
more arduous, of course, and the patient's sufferings much less endurable ; 
and they certainly rendered the present day careful study of disease and 
present day results quite impossible of attainment. It would not be 
possible to say how much or exactly what has been contributed by nurses 
to the advance in clinical knowledge which has of late years been so 
rapid ; but for my part I wish to accord you your full share. 



